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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 2963 
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SUBJECT: WEEKLY POLITICAL SUMMARY JUNE 22-29, 1973 
REF: MANAGUA 2883 

1. THE CONSTRUCTION WORKERS STRIKE FOR HIGHER WAGES WHICH BEGAN 
JUNE 13 AND GENERALIZED JUNE 20 CONTINUES UNABATED. LABOR 
MINISTER NAVARRO RICHARDSON RETURNED DIRECTLY FROM THE GENEVA 
ILO CONFERENCE JUNE 26 TO PERSONALLY MEDIATE NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN UNION AND INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES. NAVARRO TOLD 
THE AMBASSADOR JUNE 27 THAT HE BELIEVES THE WORKERS MAY 
AGREE TO RETURN TO WORK JULY 2 WHILE NEGOTIATIONS FOR A FINAL 
SETTLEMENT CONTINUE. GENERAL SOMOZA HAS TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT HE 
SUPPORTS AN INCREASE FOR THE WORKERS BUT IS SEEKING SOME WAY 
TO MINIMIZE THE COMMUNIST UNION RECEIVING CREDIT FOR IT. 

COMMENT: IF AN INTERIM AGREEMENT IS REACHED, IT WILL PROBABLY 
PROVIDE FOR AN ARBITRATION PANEL THAT WILL MAKE A FINDING IN 
FAVOR OF AN INCREASE WHICH ALL CONCERNED WILL GRUDGINGLY 
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2. JOING DECLARATION BY P.J. CHAMORRO AND SACASA PLANNED: THE 
FIRST PUBLIC STATEMENT OF IMPORTANT ELEMENTS OF THE "OTHER 
OPPOSITION", WHICH HAVE BEEN STRUGGLING FOR UNITY SINCE BEFORE THE 
EARTHQUAKE, WILL APPEAR IN TOMORROW'S JUNE 30 LA PRENSA IN A JOING 
DECLARATION SIGNED BY DISSIDENT CONSERVATIVE PEDRO JOAQUIN 
CHAMORRO AND DISSIDENT LIBERAL RAMIRO SACASA. AN ANALYSIS OF THE 
DECLARTION AND ITS IMPACT WILL FOLLOW BY SEPTEL AFTER PUBLICATION. 

3. BANANA WORKERS FEDERATION APPROVED: THE LABOR MINISTRY 
APPROVED THE FEDERATION OF BANANA WORKERS OF CHINANDEGA. APPROVAL 
OF THE FEDERATION, MADE UP OF WORKERS EMPLOYED BY NICARAGUAN 
GROWERS ASSOCIATED WITH THE STANDARD FRUIT COMPANY IN EL VIEJO 
AND TONOLA, OPENS THE DOOR FOR AFFILIATION WITH THE CONFEDERATION 
DE UNIFICACION SINDICAL (CUS) AND REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT 
ADVANCE FOR THE FREE AND DEMOCRATIC LABOR MOVEMENT IN NICARAGUA. 

4. HOSPITAL WORKERS STRIKE MANAGUA HOSPITAL: JUNE 25 RESIDENTS, 
INTERNS, AND STAFF OF MANAGUA'S ONLY FUNCTIONING GENERAL HOSPITAL, 
VELEZ PAIZ, STRUCK, DEMANDING INCREASED SALARIES AND BETTER 
WORKING CONDITIONS. THE STRIKERS CITED THE TREMENDOUS OVERLOAD 
AT THE HOSPITAL, UNSANITARY CONDITIONS, NON-FUNCTIONING BATHROOMS, 
INADEQUATE LABORATORIES, A LACK OF SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, A BREAK- 
DOWN IN THE FLUOROSCOPE IN SURGERY, AND MANY OTHER DEFICIENCIES. 
DOCTORS AT THE HOSPITALS IN LEON AND JINOTEPE BEGAN SYMPATHY 
STRIKES ON JUNE 26 SUPPORTING THEIR MANAGUA COLLEGUES AND 
PROTESTING CONDITIONS AT THEIR OWN HOSPITALS, WHICH, WHILE NOT 

AS BAD AS IN MANAGUA, ARE STILL DEPLORABLE ACCOURDING TO THE 
STRIKERS. SOME PATIENTS HAVE LAUNCHED A HUNGER STRIKE SUPPORTING 
THE DOCTORS. THE STRIKE IS DIRECTED AGAINST THE NATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE COUNCIL HEADED BY MRS HOPE SOMOZA. THE STRIKERS 
HAVE HAD ONE TALK WITH THE LABOR MINISTER BUT THE PROBLEM 
REMAINS UNRESOLVED. THE GON IS KEEPING VELEZ PAIZ OPEN USING 
SOCIAL SECURITY DOCTORS AND NATIONAL GUARD DOCTORS. COMMENT: 

PART OF THE PROBLEM STEMS FROM THE FACT THAT YOUNG INTERNS 
AND RESIDENTS ARE STILL BEING PAID THEIR PART IME PRE-EARTH- 
QUAKE SALARIES EVEN THOUGH THEY HAVE BEEN WORKING FULL TIME 
SINCE DECEMBER. THE NET RESULT OF THE STRIKE TO DATE IS THAT 
NICARAGUA'S VERY LOW LEVEL OF MEDICAL CARE HAS SUNK EVEN LOWER 
IN A MAZE OF BUREAUCRATIC MIX-UPS AND CONFUSIONS INVOLVING THE 
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HEALTH MINISTRY AND THE NATIONAL ASSISTANCE COUNCIL. END COMMENT. 
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